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And Solis ſaid unto him, This Day is Silas: 


tion come to this Houſe, inſomuch as he alſo 
zs the Son of Abraham.--For the Son of Man 


7s come to ſeek and to ſave that vieh Was 


27. 


F it were poſſible for us to know the Opi- 


Spirits, are Ent forth to miniſter unto 


them who ſhall be Heirs of Salvation ; I ſay, 
if it were poſlible for us to know their Opinion 


concerning us, I doubt not but we ſhould 
find them wondering that ſo many, who are 


called Chriſtians, and look upon themſelves as 


ſuch, that ſo many ſhould be raiſed to Union 
with, and to the Love of God, which is in 


Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, and yet fo ſeldom talk 
of him in this World, who ſhould be the 


'Theme of their Diſcourſe here, and of their 


eternal Hallelujahs in a World to come: We 5 


ſhould find them wondring to ſee ſo many 


nominal Chriſtians, pretending that it is be- 


cauſe of a Fitneſs in the Creature, God be- 
ſtows his Grace upon him; a Doctrine of the 
Devil 18 this, "AST Man a Saviour to him- 


ſelf, 


nion of the Angels, who, as miniſtring 
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ſelf, n him to go to God in his own 
| Name, when it ſhould be only by Faith in 


Jeſus Chriſt. This is a very fatal Error, and 


of pernicious Conſequence. Our Salvation 3 
the free Gift of God; we owe it to his free 
Love. Many Inſtances there are in Scripture 
to this Purpoſe, but none more remarkable 

than this Text, which treats of the ſound 

Converſion that paſt upon Zaccheus. It may 
be well worth our Noticing, what Means. 


were uſed to bring him to lay hold on Jeſus 


Chriſt the Saviour. 


If we examine the Particulars, we ſhall find 


our Lord paſſing through Jericho. He, who 


went about always doing Good, as he came 


on Purpoſe to fulfil the Will of his Father, 


thought no Place improper, or unmeet, to 
preach the Goſpel in. Wherever he went he 
was preaching Salvation to poor Sinners: Now, 
by the good Providence of God he was led to 


ns Zaccheus, he knew, was to be call- 


ed; he therefore muſt TO through this Place. 
Nothing could keep the Heart and Feet of 
Chriſt from him; he will have his People to 
himſelf. Behold : ! ſays the Evangeliſt Luke, 
_ there was a Man named Zaccheus, and be was 
rich. There is ſomething remarkable in this 
Word, Behold, to engage our Attention. Be- 
+, hold, how many Things in all human Proba- 
dility concurr'd to render his Converſion impoſ- 
ble. Ci MOR 4nd | 


1. He 


„ 
* He was one of the Publicans: (Theſe 


| were very odious in the Sight of the Fewsz; 
and we find them rank'd among Harlots:) He 


was famous for Extortion, and many notori- 


ous Iniquities ; and it is probable that he, was 
the Head, or Chief Leader, of that F ation, for 5 


it is ſaid, that he was Rich. 


2. He was a Man of Note and Diſunction; YL 


and it is faid, that his Riches were got by Fraud 


and Injuſtice. Not many mighty Men after 
the Fleſh, not many Noble are called. Joe 
unto them that are rich, ſays Chriſt, for they 
have received their Conſolation. It is eaſier for 
a Camel to go through the Eye of a Needle, 


Fban for a rich Man to fig into the King- 


dom of Heaven. The Poor have the Goſpel 
reached unto them, they come and receive 


Chriſt, while the Rich oftentimes think them 


ſelves too wiſe to be inſtructed. Zaccheus was 


na rich Man, yet the Grace of Chriſt triumphs | 


over all. Be aſtoniſhed O Heavens, and re- 


joice O Earth! Behold ! how Chriſt prevented by 
him He ſought to ſee Feſus. It is a good 


Thing, tho' rare, for thoſe that are Great to be 
diligently enquiring how they may ſee Jeſus: - 


They ſhould let their Light fo ſhine before 


Men, that others ſeeing their good Works 
might be led to glorify their TSF Fa- 


ther. 


But what W the Publican to come 6 
openly, to expoſe himſelf thus, in a Throng, 
E | to 


11 


to ſee jeſus? we, may very well ſuppoſe was 


the ſame Principle that raiſes Thouſands, this 

Day, to ſee a particular Preacher. He came 
out of Curioſity, he did not come to be fed 
with his Doctrine. Would to God, that ma- 
ny here this Day, led by the ſame Principles 
with Zaccheus, did meet with the ſame kind 


Providence. --- But alas! here is another Dif- 


ficulty ariſes: He could not ſee Chriſt be- 


cauſe of the Preſs. This is the Caſe with 
Thouſands who call themſelves Chriſtians; 


they have a Mind to ſee Chriſt, they would 
8 willingly ſee him in his Glory, in the World 
to come, and would be happy with him there; 


but they are afraid of being laugh d at, of hear- 


ing the Crowd ſay, Here is another of his Fol- 
leavers; ; they are afraid of loſing their worldly 
Buſineſs, or of being counted mad and fit for 


Bealam. ] doubt not but there are many who 


are kept from Jeſus Chriſt for fear of the 
Preſs; they are afraid of a little Hurt, or In- 
conveniency. What will ſuch ſay, when 


Chriſt ſhall appear in his Glory? would you be 


glad to be confeſſed by him then, you muſt 


now confeſs him before Men. At that Day 
it will be found who are truly wiſe, and who 
are truly mad. Are you aſhamed to ſtand up 
for the Cauſe of Chriſt in the World? Are 


you afraid of being Members of Chriſt? I tell 


vou, ſuch Perſons would crucify him afreſh _ 
were he to come again into the World. But 


do | 


LE 
do not you fo learn Chriſt, He ſees into the 
innermoſt Receſſes of the Soul. --- It is true 
thoſe that are fincerely good are ſet up as 
Marks for every one to ſhoot at; he that 

would live godly in Chrift Jeſus, muſt ſuffer 
Perſecution. There is a continual Enmity 
between the Seed of the Woman and the Seed 
of the Serpent. If you were 'of the World, 
the World would love its own; but becauſe 
Chriſt hath choſen you out of the World, 
therefore it hateth you. Do not think of fol- 3 
| lowing Chriſt into Glory unleſs you go = 
through -the Preſs here. Look forward into 
Eternity and behold Chriſt coming, and his 
Reward with him, to give a kind Recom- 
pence for all the T emptations and Difficulties 
of this preſent Life. | 
But to return. Zaccheus was led by Curi- 
oſity to ſee Jeſus: He climbs up into a Tree 
and there fits, little thinking to be taken any 
Notice of by Chriſt. But how, may we im- 
agine, was he filled with holy Confuſion, when 
3 he looks down on Chriſt, and ſees him, not 
x only looking up to him, but calling of him 
by Name. © Chriſt knoweth all Things, how- 
ever the Infidels of our Age may deny his Di- 
vinity. He is God over all, bleſſed for ever- 
more; and that God, who made all Things 
8 ſurely acquainted with the Actions of his 
Creatures; he knows every one that is come CR 
to hear me this Morning, AS FO as he knew .. 
rage Zaccheus 
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Zaccheus 1700 Years ago, or Nathaniel, when | 


he was under the Fig Tree. He knows every 
Soul that comes, not only out of Curioſity, 


_but to be built up, in the Knowledge of him- 
| ſelf. Behave yourſelves then, with that De- 


cency; as though you faw him in the Body 
now ſpeaking to you --- Behold! then Jeſus 


Chriſt . Zaccheus by his free Grace. 
at Fitneſs was there in him for this 


Pray w 


Work ? Was his Curioſity this Fitneſs? No; 


for had Chriſt ſerved him as, indeed, he de- 
ſerved, he would haye paſt him by without ä 
the leaſt Regard. We would never apprehend _ 
Chriſt, unleſs we were firſt apprehended of 
him; we have no more Power to let in Chriſt, 
than a dead Man has to raiſe himſelf to Life ; 
and unleſs Chriſt prevents us by his Grace, we 


ſhall be miſerable to all Eternity. If we im- 


agine we are rich, are whole, and need not 


the Phyſician, Chriſt has nothing to do with 
us: The Whole need not the Phyſician, but 


ſuch as are ſick. Thoſe that thus cry for 2 


him, wall find him all in all, to heal the ra 
Maladies of the Soul. Chriſt called this Nan 


with an outward Call, but, no doubt it reach'd 
his Heart by the Operation of his bleſſed Spi- 
rit, that fame Voice Sve him alſo Grace to 


receive the Call. 
Thus it is with the Word preached: I may 


preach to you while I live; I may ſpeak till 
1 can ſpeak no more; ; but the Doctrines of 


: _ Ch 


1. 9 . 
Chriſt will never do you pal unleſs he im- 
preſs it upon your Hearts. O then, let every 
Creature look up to the Creator for a Bleſſing | 
upon the Word, and then this Fooliſhneſs of | 
Preaching may become a Means of faving your Y 
immortal Souls. How many Times has Jeſus 
_ Chriſt called all of us? and yet we will not 
obey his Goſpel. He ſtretches out his Hand, 
but we will not hear nor regard him; we will 
not lay hold on the Door of Mercy: But what 
will you do ſhould Jeſus Chriſt leave off call- 
ing you? How do you know but this may 
be the laſt Opportunity God will favour you 
with? How do you know, but ere Midnight, 
pour Soul muſt launch into Eternity ? tho 
| you are not called by himſelf in Perſon, yet, 
he calls you by his Miniſters. O make Haſte 85 
and come down, come down from ever = 
Thought and Imagination that loan tv, fie . 
againſt him ; let his Love compel you to come 
to him. Perhaps, you may object and fay, 
|: If I come to Chhriſt J ſhall turn melancholly 
and find no true Peace of Mind henceforth. 
Theſe falſe Reports are from the Devil, they 
are like the Spies that brought up an evil Re- 
port of the good Lord. Zaccheus received 
him joy fully; and, indeed, there is no true 
Joy but that which flows from the Manifeſta- 
tion of Chriſt. The little Man has a little 
Laughter, which as a fair Appearance in the 
F _ of the World, which however, is but i 
= B 2 „ 1 


TR 

as the Crackling of Thorns under the Pot, 

while the good and truly great Man has a Joy 

that none can take away from him. 
Some will fay, there is no ſuch Thing as. 

Joy in the Holy Ghoſt ; but well do I know 


there is; it carries its own Evidence along 


__ with it. Plead then with God in the Name 


of Jeſus Chrift ; continue to wreſtle with him 

until he beſtow a Bletting upon you, and give 
you a feeling of that Joy with which the 
World ntermeddleth not, and are Strangers 
tO. 

See farther here, Zacchens becomes a Con- 
vert, he is juſtified in, the Sight of God. 
Whenever we believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


"WE are juſtified, and all our Sins blotted: out. 


Thus will it be to every one that believeth on 
him, and truſteth in him. How many precious 
Fruits are brought home to us, by the Hand 


of Faith? Let none dare ſay that the Doctrine 


of free Grace, Juſtification by Faith, in Chriſt, 
gives Liberty to Sin. Shall we fin that Grace 


may abound ? God forbid. No; Faith is a | 


living Principle in the Soul, it always puts 


the Believer upon Action to the Praiſe of him, 


who hath called him out of Darkneſs into his 
marvellous Light; he is careful to mantain 
good Works, though this will go but a little 
Way without this Principle of Faith in Chriſt, 
through whom our Actions are rendered ac- 
| r in the 5 of God. See here What 
Eh Wed. 


1 . 
bleſſed Fruit Faith produces; no ſooner Was 
the Publican reach d by Chriſt, but he begins 
with Confeſſion of what he had been, Bebold, 
Lord, half of my Goods T give to the Poor, 
wherein I have done Wrong, &c. Wherein he 
was unjuſt» he confeſles his Faults ; he cared 
not if the World knew what a Sinner he had 
been. So Paul when converted is the chiefeſt 
of Sinners. Mary Magdalen had ſeven Devils, 
yet, ſhe loved much, becauſe much was far. 
given her. The more fincere we are in our 
Converſion, the more willing we are to con- 
feſs what we were before we were converted, 
that the Grace of Jeſus Chriſt may be the 
more exalted. This Day, fays Chriſt, is Sal. 
vation come to this Houſe. He who was alſo 
the Son of Abraham, was favoured with the 
ſame Bleſſing as Abrabam was, who believed 
God, and it was counted unto him for Righte- | 
a ouſneks. What would I give were this wrote 
on the Table of all your Hearts? This Thy. 
may Salvation come, not only to your Hearts, 
but Houſes. Chriſt came to ſeek and fave 
that which was loſt; to us is the Word of this 
Salvation ſent ; for the Promiſe is to you and 


to your Children, even to as many as tlie. 


| Lord our God Malk call. BE ge 


"T's. make a. ſhort APPLICATION. 55 


I Invite you all to come to Jeſus Chriſt this 
; Day; make Haſte then, come down and re- 
ccive 


[42.1 
ceive him as your Lord and Saviour. If you 
apprehend you are in a loſt Condition, he 
came to fave ſuch : Such as labour and are hea- 
vy laden; fuch as feel the Weight and Load 
of Sin on their Souls, a Burden too heavy for 
them to bear, are weary of it, and lye down 
under the Preflure of it, I, in the Name of 
my Lord and Maſter, irivite you to come to 
him, that ye may find Reſt for your Souls. 
If you come, Chriſt will be ſo far from re- 
proaching you, as juſtily he might, that he'll 
tay unto you, Son, Daughter, be of good Cheer, 
your Sins are forgiven you. This he faid 
to others before you: And he is the fame 
Yeſterday, To-day and for ever. Though he 


ſuffered on the Croſs above 1700 Years ago, 


yet, he is the ſame in Goodneſs and Power as 
ever he was. He calls you now by his Mini- 
ſters; O make Haſte and come down, beg 
of him to bend your ſtubborn Hearts, that 
you may be willing to be 0 to him in 
his own Way to be made pooFin Spirit, and 
entituled to an Inheritance among them that 
are ſanctifyed. O, come and drink of the 
Water of Life, you may buy without Money 
and without Price; he brings back thoſe that 
are loſt in their own Apprehenſion; he is la- 
bouring for your Salvation; open the Door of 
your Hearts, and the King of Glory ſhall en- 
ter in. But if you are Strangers to this Doc- 
trine, and account it Fooliſhneſs or if you- 


think 


* P 


L131. 
think you have enough of your own to com- 
mend you in the Sight of God: However, you 
may go to Church, or receive the Sacrament, 
you have no true Love to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, _ 
you are Strangers to the Truth of Grace in 
the Heart, and ſhall never ſo enter into the 
Kingdom of God---What ſhall I fay? my 
Heart is full. Is not every Soul worth the 
Blood of Chriſt? Is it not immortal ? Me- 
thinks, this would conſtrain me to ſpeak to 
you for ever. I could wiſh to ſpeak ſo loud as 
the whole World might hear me. I cannot 
bear to ſee my Fellow-Creatures periſh for 
lack of Knowledge. I cannot view ſo many 
around me, who are ſhortly to appear before 
'* Chriſt, to be judged and ſentenced, either to 
everlaſting Happineſs, or eternal Miſery, and 
not lift up my Voice like a Trumpet. , Come 
then, by Faith, and Jay hold on the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, though he be in Heaven he now 
calleth thee. O let this be the Day of your 
Converſion. Doſt thou think, O Soul, that 
| Chriſt will not regard thee, becauſe thou art 
not now hearing a Sermon in a Church? 
_ Chriſt lives in a Temple not made with Hands, 
he loves to magnify his Strength by the weak- 
eſt Inſtruments, and hath ſent me, the leaſt. 
of his Servants, to compel you to come in. 
Had I leſs Love for your Souls I might ſpeak  } 
leſs; but that Love of God, which is ſhed 3 
abroad in my Heart, will not permit me to 
(29S „ lein 
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leave you till I ſee whether you will come to 


Chriſt or no. O for your Life receive him, 


for fear he may never call you any more. 


Bchold the Bridegroom cometh, it may be at 
Midnight this Cry may be made. How would 


you hear this Morning, and live this Day, 
were you ſure to die at Night? Are you ſo 


| ſtupid you will not awake at the Noiſe of an 
3 _ God grant you may begin to live, 
that w 


en the King of Terrors (hall come, 
you may have nothing to do but commit 
your Souls into the Hands of your Redeemer. 


And as thoſe who ſhew their Faith, by their 
Works, I would exhort you, to offer every one 
his Mite, this Day, for the Relief of poor 
Orphans in Georgia. Indeed, it has been re- 
ported, That I was now enriching myſelf, . 
but ! have given myſelf to this Work, and, for 
fear any ſhould think the contrary, an exact 


Accompt {hall be given at the Day of Judg- 


ment. Lay up then for b Treaſures 


in Heaven where neither Moth nor Ruſt can 
corrupt, nor Thieves break thro' nor ſteal. You 
will have a Treaſure that will never forſake 


vou, Bags, that wax not old. May the 


Lord guide you by his Counſel, until he come 
to fetch you into Heaven, and make you Par- 


takers of Wy Glory. 


Now, unto Ged, the Father, Son and Holy 
Ghoſt, be all Honour, Praiſes, Dominion and 


Power, henceforth and for ever, Amen. 
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